iy coopers Bridge design 


Project Manager Bill Birch (inset) accepted the 
Monmouth County Planning and Design Award 
on behalf of the Department for the Route 35 
“signature” bridge over the Navesink River 
between Red Bank and Middletown. 


It takes a village — or two — to design a 
bridge that joins two communities functionally 
and aesthetically. For the Coopers Bridge over 
the Navesink River between Red Bank and 
Middletown, it also took a partnering team. 

A fast glance at the award-winning, 
pink-toned Monmouth County bridge with 
its panelled sections and curved pedestals 
supporting simulated 19th century street lamps 
and you know it belongs there. It blends so 
well into the architecture of the surrounding 
communities it serves that the structure looks a 
natural part of the landscape. In reality, getting 
the bridge from concept through completion 
took a team of 55 people and years of work. 


is acommunity affair 


At the opening ceremony on May 24, 

40 days ahead of the construction schedule, 
Commissioner Albert Ari commended the 
communication among those from NJDOT and 
the Red Bank and Middletown communities 
who served on the Construction Outreach Team. 

Design started in 1995 under the supervision 
of Project Managers Rich Gramlich and Bruce 
Riegel. 

“We designed a standard type of bridge, 
went to the public information session for 
residents of Middletown and Red Bank at the 
Red Bank Town Hall,’ said Coopers Bridge 
Project Manager Bill Birch. 

“They said ‘no’ to the design because it 
didn’t blend into the historic background of the 
area,” he said. “So we came back to NJDOT 
and reassessed the design and the general look. 
We came up with a game plan to deliver 
the project that had public acceptance in an 
acceptable time frame.” 

Getting people and vehicles where they 
have to go in 2000 while adhering to the 
aesthetic, environmental and social and 
economic desires of surrounding communities 
is the challenge of context sensitive design 
(CSD). NJDOT is currently training employees 
and other partners in its projects to use this 
approach, one which has been used unevenly by 
the Department in the past. 

Although the term CSD wasn’t used then, 
the Coopers Bridge exemplifies the process. 
NJDOT hired Architect Barbara Thayer to 
coordinate with Red Bank officials who had 
a local historic architect and with Middletown 
officials. Consultants Hardesty and Hanover 

Continued on back page 


New Jersey’s greens turn white 


Call it tradition, but every November many New Jerseyans utter the word 
“snow” in awe for its beauty or in disbelief at the gridlock it causes. 

Don’t complain. We’d have much more of it if we lived in Buffalo or in a 
province of Canada with the Labradoran Inuit people (also called Eskimos). They 
have so many mixtures of ice or snow they have ten names for them. 

NJDOT just calls snow part of its job. 

Most of the year the NJDOT builds and maintains New Jersey’s roads. But in 
winter months there’s the added job to keep them clear, open and safe for drivers. 
Before the first frost hits — this year central Jersey farmers said it was October 9 
—NJDOT starts making plans for the salting, spreading and plowing of the 


Continued on page 5 


State Highway Department Maintenance crews, pictured in the Trenton Sunday Times 
Advertiser, January 8, 1961, installed two-way mobile radios in 29 special snow 
fighting trucks. 


NJDOT employees were invited to a multi-agency Soil 
Bioengineering Techniques & Fisheries Habitat Improvement 
Workshop sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NCRS) in Hackettstown. 

The program is part of the increasingly positive NJDOT/NJ 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) partnership that is 
moving away from a limited regulated relationship to a collaborative 
working partnership. The common goal is to leave no unresolved 
project design issues left to delay permits. 


Workshop attendees included BACK ROW: Tim Cochran, NJDEP Land Use 
Regulation Program; Chris Miller, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service; Joseph Sweger, NJDOT Project Management, Environmental Team; 
Bruce Hawkinson, NJDOT Division of Project Management, Environmental 
Team. FRONT ROW: Susan Dill-Wendrzycki, NJDOT Project Management, 


Freshwater Fisheries. 


Environmental Team; Frank McVeigh (deceased), formerly of NJDOT 
Hydrology & Hydraulics Unit and Patricia Hamilton, NJDEP Bureau of 


Passaic County business praises Greenberg, NJDOT 


, At the grand opening celebration of the North Jersey Federal Credit Union 
©) in their new Route 46 Totowa location, Richard Block, President and CEO of 
the company, applauded Senior Right of Way Negotiator Phil Greenberg and 
the Department for their help before and during the move. 
“T am extremely pleased that this project came to fruition, enabling us to 
better serve our members,” Block stated. 

The credit union has been located in Totowa since 1936 and was 
mandated by the federal government to remain in Passaic County. 
“That was part of the problem,” said Greenberg. “When NJDOT started expanding 


Route 46 in front of their building, we had to find a local, desirable place for them. 
I negotiated for two years with the credit union with the help of Deputy Attorney 


General Ed Gable.” 
“Tt was an experience,’ Greenberg said of the move from the former 10,000 square 


feet of offices to the new 30,000 square foot building. “Now I know what it’s like to 
move over 300 safety deposit boxes with armed security guards.” 


iow tO ClLtaIn GUNIGS achice 


As state employees, it is important 
to maintain the public’s trust and 
confidence in the Department’s 
operations by conscientiously adhering 
to exemplary ethical behavior. 

Meeting these standards can be 
difficult if employees do not ~ 
understand the letter and spirit of 
the laws. To assist employees on 
ethics issues, two choices are available 
to NJDOT employees who have 
questions about the New Jersey 
Conflicts of Interest Law and the 
NJDOT Code of Ethics. 

One choice is to contact the 
NJDOT Ethics Liaison Officer Jeff 
Stoolman at (609) 530-2064. An 
attorney by training, Stoolman has 
ten years of experience in the 
employee/ethics/conduct field. He will 
research and advise you on secondary 
employment, gifts, attendance at 
outside events, nepotism, and post- 
employment restrictions. If the matter 


is a complex or unique ethics issue, 
Stoolman will seek the advice of the 
State Executive Commission on Ethical 
Standards. 

Another choice is to bring 
suggestions or issues about the 
Department's ethics policies and 
procedures to the attention of the 
NJDOT Ethics Advisory Committee 
(EAC) chaired by Assistant 


‘Commissioner C. Richard Kamin. 


Major functions of the EAC are to 
review and make recommendations on 
the Department’s Code of Ethics and 


related policies and assist the NIDOT 


Ethics Officer to decide cases that 
involve ethics rules violations. —__ 
| Fle HACis composed of 

opresen tives from various areas of 
the Department, including John Walz 
from Operations, W. Patrick Scheffer 
from Motor Vehicle Services, Arthur 
Eisdorfer from Capital Program 
Management, William Hoffman from 


North Jersey Federal Credit Union’s Richard 
Block, and Karen DeMaux-O’Neill meet with 
Philip Greenberg, NJDOT Senior Right of Way 
Negotiator, at the new main branch in Totowa. 


Planning, Research and Local 
Government Services and Anthony 
Davis from a ne 
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MVS Dee Director Chris 
_ Kneisler announced the arora of 
a Se 7 Donohue as Director of — 


on Ae: that Dorehu worked 
most unforgettable project: 
- Comme ial Driver License 


implementation. 


___Under federal oe to issue one 
_ ice for commercial drivers, MVS _ 
_ had to retest 350,000 New J ersey 


ge commercial drivers and set in place a 


Managers move up 


Other Department management 


moves in July include the appointment of 
former Section Chief of the Metropolitan 


system to test and issue a commercial — 
license for new oe on deadline. 
They did it! 


And what dc * Donohue see forthe 


“dp smy goalin | 


_ this position to 


revitalize customer 


service and promote 
_better use of 
technology in the 


delivery of Motor 
Vehicle services,’ 
said Donohue. 

_ In his spare : 
time, the avid boat Dononse 
enthusiast is also oe on his ae 


game. 


jocacy/Public Outreach 


_ and Public Safety 
_ Division of _ 


_ Consumer Affairs, 


| He also was the 


_ Director of Human 


_ Services for 
Woodbridge 
Township. Ina _ 


volunteer capacity 


Mikulak has served 


Planning Organization James B. Lewis 
to Manager, Bureau of Statewide 
Planning; and the appointment of former 


as a member of the Woodbridge 


Board of Education, the 
__ American Heart Association and 
_ the New Jersey Hemophilia 


Association. 
In his spare moments Mikulak 


_is a football fan. 


“Professional footballisa 
passion with me, particularly the 


_ Oakland Raiders,” he said. - 


Project Manager Thomas Wospil as 
Manager, Bureau of Capital Program 
Development. 


wo mpee ve events that will assist the Employee Memorial Fund and help you wih your holidast STOPPING are: 


= December 1,8 
= December 14, 15 
cafeteria 


Home interiors onde mle in the lobby of the E&O Building, Ewing 
Silent auction at 1 p.m. on December 14 and 9 a.m. on December 15 in the i es 


Employees c can bid on donated new items such as ee china, flower alr. angements a an income tax ser vice. To dénaie 
items (up to December 13) or for more information contact Mary Beth Whittaker at (609) 530-4369. . 


1999 


Former MVS employee and 


Rahway resident Carolyn Keller Tanzi 


died suddenly May 15, 1999, onboard 
ship in the West Caribbean. Active as 
a church and community volunteer in 
her new hometown of Raleigh, NC, 
Tanzi is survived by her husband Col. 
Alfred R., AUS (Ret), her six children, 
four stepchildren, 19 grandchildren, 
two great-grandchildren, two brothers 
and a stepsister. 


2000 


JUNE 


Navy veteran of World War II and 
retired NJDOT employee Raymond E. 
Passanza died June 30 in Trenton. 
Survivors include his wife Susan, 
daughters Sally Ann Applegate and 
Donna Quinn, brothers Tom and Fred, 
sisters Agnes Rossi, Irene Peretti and 
Marcella Amesworth. 


Julhy 
Former NJDOT employee Hugh T. 
Kinnevy died July 2 in Bristol PA. 
The Navy veteran of World War II 
is survived by sons Thomas, Dennis, 
Timothy and Kevin, a daughter Susan 
and a sister Margaret DeChico. 
Thirty-eight year MVS veteran 
Annie M. Mingo died July 3 in 
Trenton. Suryivors includ 
ughters Michele Glanto 
till, brothers R 


his mother Julia, a son Christopher 

__and a daughter Robin Long, his sister 

__ Judith McDonald and grandchildren. 

____NJDOT retiree Catherine Van 

_ Norman died July 9 in Hamilton. 

_ Survivors include sons Russ Sr. and 
Michael P., stepson Donald and Many 

_ grandchidren and great-grandchi 

Gladys H. Robinso 
10 in Trenton. The MVS retiree is. 


Obituaries : 


Survivors include her husband Robert, her — 


son Robert, daughters Patricia Whnyano 
and Nancy Ference, a brother Richard 
Foy, sisters Alice Hett, Eileen Conrad, 
Claire Chadwick and many grandchildren. 

NJDOT retiree Frank Maziarz died 
July 14 in Trenton. Survivors include his 
brothers Joseph and Anthony and many 
other relatives. 

Army veteran of World War II George 
P. DePula died July 17 in Hamilton. The 
former NJDOT employee is survived by 
his wife Claire, daughter Carol, brothers 
John and Pat, sisters Mary Zuno, Vera 
Pilenza and Toni Johnson Smith. 

MVS retiree Frances S. Henry died 
July 17 in Hamilton. An aircraft worker 
in World War II, Henry is survived by 
her daughter Donna Green and many 
grandchildren. 

Retired MVS employee Hilda 
Markau Namish died July 24 in 
Mercerville. Survivors include her sisters 
Elsie Wismer and Marie Vogel and a 
brother. 


AVIGUSE 
Former MVS employee Ivory Turner 
died August 10 in Trenton. Survivors 
include her companion Charles Horn 
Jr., daughters Ronda and Sonji, Denise 
Turner-Thompson, sons Decatur, Joseph 
Dalshawn and Chrishawn Turn 
Mayo Brinkley and Mattie C 


survived by her son William Weaver ae 


Jr., a daughter Constance M. Weaver, a _ 
brother Chauncey Hedgpeth, her sisters 


Georgia Parham and Claudine Young 
and many grandchildren. _ 

MVS retiree Dolores ‘“‘Lorie”’ 
Lauer died July 11 in Trenton. 


of the Bronze Star, he is ‘survived by 
his wife Elva, sons Ronald, Jerold and o 
Martin, his brother Irving and ee 
grandchildren. — 


‘ Coed ae 27 in Philadelphia. The 


Retired NJDOT employee Edward 
M. Rafasky died August 29 in Trenton. 
The Army veteran of the Asiatic 
Pacific Theater of Operations is 
survived by his wife Geneviev 
daughters Renee Taylor, Darlen 
Hinermyer, Jomarie Mayo, Gen 
Hindermyer and Lisa Toto, sons 
Battista, Earl Huling Jr. and G 
Huling, and many eran and 
great-grandchildren. 


MVS retiree Mary Tuliszewski 
died September 10 in Philadelphia. 
Survivors include her brother Leonard 
Owen, her sisters Cecelia Held, Nora 
Owen and Eileen Frech. 


Retired NJDOT Principal 
Engineering Aide Daniel Hess died 
October 11 in Mansfield. The Army 
veteran of World War II is survived 
by his companion Karen Bowker, a 
nephew and a niece. 

Frances E. Hill of Trenton died 
October 12. The NJDOT Sr. Data 
Entry Clerk is survived by her mother 
Elizabeth Livingston, brothers Frank, 
Mustafa and Larry and her sister 
Phyllis. 

Charles Moninghoff Sr. died 


Nov siber 17 in Milltow 
include his mother Helen 
_ brother Ja ames. 


NJDOTers step out to strengthen chain of survival 


In true Department fashion, 55 
NJDOTers participated in the 2000 
American Heart Walk and raised 
$6,600 dollars to help support the 
American Heart Association’s 
cardiovascular research and 
community programs, education 
and advocacy in September. 

The main goals are for everyone 
to learn and know the warning 
signs of sudden cardiac arrest, heart 
attack and stroke; be aware of 
the emergency number 9-1-1; learn 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation; and 
support public access to automated 
external defibrillators. 

Fundraising began in August 
with the Heart Captain Kick-off 


Motor Vehicle Services walkers Audrey 
McDonald, Dotti Sanders, Celeste Giancola, 
Silvana Malagrino, Ann Laurie Fratticcioli, Erin 
Nelson, Mary Wright and Anne Scheffer stand 
in front of MVS Headquarters hearts display. 
NJDOT Receptionist Karen Reynolds (inset) 
handled the sales of the hearts at NJDOT. 


“Tt was such a tribute to him to havesomany 
friends among his co-workers,” Administrative Assistant liz 
| DeCello said about the September Heart Walk participants __ 
who walked in memory of her husband Michael DeCello. —_| 
In July when 18-year veteran NJDOTer Michael 


co-workers. — 


New Jersey’s QFEENS Continued from front page 


140 contractor de-icing spreaders. 
Palmer’s plan was successful. In the 
January 8, 1961 edition of the Trenton 
Sunday Times-Advertiser a suburban 
features section headline read “Blizzard 
Didn’t Stop State Highway Crews.” 


state’s 15,829 lane miles of highway, 
ramps and shoulder lanes. 

The 998 employees that made up 
the snow and ice control program last 
winter had 622 pieces of snow fighting 
equipment available to them. NJDOT 
trains its employees in winter 
preparedness. This includes driver 
education and yard and equipment 
inspection and repair. 

It culminates in a Winter 
Road-E-O that’s a competition for 
snow plow drivers. But snow 
clearing efforts weren’t always that 
organized. 

Before 1954 the NJDOT winter 
preparedness program was not as 
organized. Then former 
Commissioner R.G. Palmer added 
225 two-way radios to the trucks and 
other highway equipment, planned 
clearing strategies in advance, and 
updated equipment to include auger 
snow plows, snow blowers and 
“snow fighters.” 

These fighters were hopper type 
trucks that carried salt, sand or cinders 
to spread on icy highways, and had 
“V” plows (see picture on p.1) mounted 
on the front with side plows. This 
equipment was added to their inventory 
of 700 trucks mounted with plows. In 
1954 the Department had 97 contractors 
with 450 trucks on call. In addition there 
were 1,100 contractor plow trucks and 


Bedminster Yard Crew Supervisor Ray Iannacone 
stands next to a snow blower driven by Truck 
Driver Charles Vannarne. 


“A six-year improvement program in 
the State Highway Department’s snow 
clearance operations paid off in large 
dividends last month,” it said. ““The 
swirling blizzard dumped as much as 18 
inches of snow on parts of the state . . 
but the State Highway Department was 
able to keep most of the 1,850 miles of 
roads open . 


Liz DeCello thanks co-workers for support — 


“ goantions cards, flowers 


|_| Whatever they did brought och comiort | te 
family, I thank them all,” remarked DeCello. — 


at NJDOT Headquarters with the walk 
captains: Kathy Callahan (who served 

as pace setter), Lori Cook , Ann 
Fratticcioli, Leon Fulginiti, Judy Garay, 
Kate Immordino, Chuck Maciejunes, 
Doreen Plummer and Cora Sue 
Santopietro. 

As they walked the three 
miles in Hamilton’s Mercer 
County Park, many employees 
] remembered a friend, relative 
| or co-worker who is currently 
/ afflicted with, or who has 

died of heart disease. Several 
walkers wore stickers on their backs in 
honor of Mike DeCello, a former NJDOT 
employee who died in July of heart 
disease. 


and ee su 


And we’re moving right ahead 
for the winter of 2000-2001. According 
to Project Engineer Clint Griggs, Bureau 
of Maintenance Engineering and 
Operations, the Department owns 637 
pieces of snow and ice fighting 

equipment. 

“We have a work force of 1,233 
employees for the program. There are 
760 NJDOT employees. The others 
are volunteers from all departments of 
state government. Last year we used 
473 volunteers and we will probably 
have the same or more for this winter 
season.” 

Griggs also listed the contractors: 
1,100 contractor plow trucks and 140 
anti-icing spreaders. There are 61 
regular and 14 auxiliary winter 
materials storage sites in the state. 
NJDOT has used the Roadway Weather 
Information System (RWIS) for 11 
years. “It gives us information about 

roadway surface temperatures, chemical 
factors and atmospheric data,’ Griggs 
said. 

Costs vary too. According to Griggs, 
in 1995 and 1996 when we had 87.7 
inches of snow it cost $40.9 million. Last 
year’s 23.9 inches of snow cost $13.1 
million. 

“People are central to this effort,” said 
Griggs. “They work two 12-hour shifts. 
They are what really count for the battle 
against bad winter weather conditions.” 
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Coo pers bridge Continued from front page 


Bridge Designers of Hoboken because of traffic jams.” roles of members, rules for behavior, 
coordinated the design and transformed Enter the Route 35 Construction results and team structure. It became a 


Partnering Team (CPT) comprised of resource to help the group stay focused, 
municipal leaders, community efficient and organized. 
\ organizations, traffic engineers, “Then it was a matter of 
representatives from local and communication and more 
\ regional organizations, public communication,” remarked Birch. “We 
| officials, NJIDOT, NJ TRANSIT, had a Web site that updated the bridge 
| the Highway Authority and conditions weekly; we added the project 
Monmouth County. to the town’s phone directory; we 
NJDOT members included developed alternate travel routes and 
7 Chris Barretts of Traffic installed signs to show the routes; we 
Engineering, Bill Cochran of placed five VMS (variable message signs) 
~ Community Relations, Resident in the region to let people know they 
er Engineer Herb Fisher, Bill should look for alternate routes; 
Kingsland of Traffic Operations, and we published a quarterly 
newsletter with a distribution 


the look into construction plans. 
“There was no doubt about 

it. We had to listen to our 

customers,” Birch said. “We 

had two major challenges: 

the existing bridge between 

Red Bank and Middletown 


“Now that the badge is 
completed, the Monmouth 
Coney, i er and Design 
rd 1 


cl nto pre- 
cast boca! panels are aglow, 
with the public officials and local An important facet of the project and pedestrians are walking on the 
business people to work it out. NJDOT occurred when the Department hired concrete sidewalks that resemble brick 
or M.A. Culbertson Public Relations of © ys, Birch can breathe easier. 

S ersey to book of irst he must finish a concluding 


Kingsland 


and I had about 30 meetings 


“The Lessons Learned.” __ 


